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3cc.  No.  150' 


I,  SIR  ORME  GARTGN  SARGENT,  K.C.M.G.,  C.B.,  Permanent 
Under-Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  HEREBY 
CERTIFY: - 

1.  THAT  the  Japanese  Government  did  not,  before  the 
opening  of  hostilities  ty  the  Japanese  forces  on  Dec¬ 
ember  8th,  194-1,  against  the  3ritish  territories  in 
South  East  Asia,  have  recourse  to  the  good  offices  or 
mediation  of  one  or  more  friendly  Powers,  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  effecting  a  settlement,  by  peaceful  means,  as 
provided  for  in  Article  2  of  the  Hague  Convention  of 
1899  for  the  Pacific  Settlement  of  International  Dis¬ 
putes,  of  the  differences  that  existed  at  December  8th, 
194-1,  between  the  Japanese  Government  and  the  Govern¬ 
ments  of  the  United  Kingdom  and  of  other  members  of  the 
British  Commonwealth  of  Nations,  and  that  the  Japanese 
Government  did  not  submit  or  offer  to  submit  these  dif¬ 
ferences  to  mediation,  enquiry,  arbitration,  or  any 
other  method  of  peaceful  settlement  referred  to  in  the 
said  Convention,  except  in  so  far  as  may  appear  from 
negotiations  or  discussions  which  the  Japanese  Govern¬ 
ment  conducted  with  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
of  America. 

2,  THAT  the  Japanese  Government  did  not.  before  the 
said  opening  of  hostilities  on  December  8,  1941,  deliver 
to  the  Government  of  the  United  Kingdom  or  to  any  rep¬ 
resentative  of  that  Government,  or  to  the  Government  of 
any  other  member  of  the  British  Commonwealth  of  Nations, 
any  previous  explicit  warning  in  the  form  either  of  a 
declaration  of  war,  giving  reasons,  or  of  an  ultimatum 
with  a  conditional  declaration  of  war,  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  the  Hague  Convention  of  1907  re¬ 
lative  to  the  opening  of  hostilities,  A  certified  copy 
of  a  protest  on  this  point,  addressed  to  the  Japanese 
Charge  d* Affaires,  dated  the  8th  December,  1941,  is 
annexed  to  this  certificate  and  marked  "A." 

3»  THAT  the  Japanese  Government  did  not,  as  provided 
for  in  the  Treaty  of  1921  between  the  British  Empire, 
France,  Japan,  and  the  United  States  of  America,  relat¬ 
ing  to  their  Insular  Possessions  and  Insular  Dominions 
in  the  Pacific  Ocean,  before  December  8th,  1941,  invite 
the  Government  of  the  United  Kingdom  to  participate 
with  the  Governments  of  the  other  High  Contracting  Powers 
in  a  joint  conference,  to  which  the  whole  subject  of  any 
controversy  arising  out  of  any  Pacific  question  and 
involving  the  rights  of  the  High  Contracting  Powers  in 
relation  to  their  insular  possessions  and  insular  domin¬ 
ions  in  the  region  of  the  Pacific  Ocean  could  be  referred 
for  consideration  and  adjustment. 

(SEAL)  /s/  0.  G.  Sargent 


LONDON 

Foreign  Office,  London,  S.W.  1. 
25th  March,  1946 
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®  U  T  FILE 
FOREIGN  OFFICE,  S.V/.l. 
8th  December,  194-1 


Sir, 

On  the  evening  of  December  7th  His  Majesty's 
Government  in  the  United  Kingdom  learnt  that  Japanese 
forces,  without  previous  warning  either  in  the  form  of 
a  declaration  of  war  or  of  an  ultimatum,  with  a  conditional 
declaration  of  war,  had  attempted  a  landing  on  the  coast 
of  Malaya  and  bombed  Singapore  and  Hong  Kong. 

2.  in  view  of  these  wanton  acts  of  unprovoked 
aggression,  committed  in  flagrant  violation  of 
international  law,  and  particularly  of  Article  1  of  the 
Third  Hague  Convention,  relative  to  the  opening 
hostilities,  to  which  both  Japan  and  the  United  Kingdom 
are  parties.  His  Majesty's  Ambassador  at  Tokyo  has  boon 
instructed  to  inform  the  Imperial  Japanese  Government 
in  the  name  of  His  Majesty's  Government  in  the  United 
Kingdom  that  a  state  of  war  exists  between  the  two 

countries. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  v/ith  high 

consideration, 

Mr.  Shinichi  Kamimura,  •'  '  vont 

etc.,  etc.,  Your  obedient ™STON  S.  CHURCHILL. 


(SEAL) 


LONDON. 


I,  SIR  ORME  GARTON  SARGENT, 
K.C.M.G.,  C.E.,  Permanent  Under¬ 
secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  HEREBY  CERTIFY  THAT  the 
foregoing  is  a  TRUE  COPY  of  a 
document  preserved  in  the  Archives 
of  the  Foreign  Office,  London. 


Foreign  Office,  London,  S.W.l, 
25th  March,  194-6 


/s/  0.  G.  Sargent 
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